
ROMANTIC 
COMEDY

There were plenty of laughs at the Connecticut  
wedding of actress Abby Elliott and screenwriter Bill Kennedy— 

and almost as many tears of joy.
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TRUE BLUE  
The bride, in a Leanne Marshall 

gown, was surrounded by her 
“somethings blue”: the groom, 

in a custom suit by Duca  
Sartoria, and their attendants.  

Opposite: The reception  
took place at Abby’s parents’ 

house; a drawing of the 
home—by her grandfather  

Bob Elliott, who passed  
away last February—graced 

the invitation suite, welcome 
bags, and favors. 



at the wedding of Abby Elliott, star of the Bravo comedy 
series Odd Mom Out, and screenwriter Bill Kennedy. But  
you might not anticipate its being inspired by the priest at the 
Catholic ceremony. “He definitely called the best man the 
‘breast man’ at some point,” recalls Abby. “Then he intro-
duced us as ‘Mrs. and Mrs.’” Which would have been cool, 
except Bill is a man. “We just laughed it off,” she says. 

That’s pretty much how they handled their entire romance. 
The pair met in June 2013 on the set of the movie Sex Ed, 
which Bill wrote. On her last night of filming, the cast and 
crew went to dinner, and they shared a bowl of lobster mac 
and cheese. “She was so much fun to be around; being with 
her made me happy,” Bill recalls. The group stayed out late 
to party that night, and Bill’s friendliness bordered on flir-
tation: “I thought, He has a crush on me,” says Abby.

He did—or at least “she made me want to know her more,” 
Bill says. But both were dating other people. So Abby re-
turned to New York and didn’t hear from him again until  
a year later, when he was living in Brooklyn. He emailed 
Abby a link to her scene in the film, and a week later asked 
her out to discuss it. She accepted (even though she hadn’t 
actually watched it yet). They met for oysters and mar-
tinis; this time both of them were single, and Bill made his 

SWEET EMOTION  1. The couple had fun filling the 
welcome bags. They held mini liquor bottles, San Pellegrino, 
hangover cures, gummy treats, and fudge brownies labeled 
with a silly rhyme her dad sang when she was a kid. 2. Abby’s 
attendants wore dresses from designers Jenny Yoo (far left, 
second from left, second from right), Eliza J. (third from right), 
Donna Morgan (far right), and Jenny Yoo for Bhldn (kneeling).

You’d expect laughter
RED-LETTER DAY  1. Stationer Tie That 
Binds created this suite, which was flat-printed on hand-
made recycled-textile paper and included a floral  
envelope liner. 2. The bride’s mother, Paula, wore an 
Aidan Mattox gown. 3. In a twist, the groom wore “some-
thing old”: his great-grandfather’s watch and sapphire 
cuff links. Abby’s engagement ring was Bill’s grand-
mother’s. 4. Red garden roses and purple-blue thistles 
brought the bold wedding palette to the bride’s bouquet. intentions clear. Nearly a year and a half after that first date, 

he filled their apartment with candles and flowers and  
proposed. Abby said, “Of course!” and they headed out to  
celebrate with their waiting families.

The courtship was a whirlwind, but “I knew I wanted to 
marry Bill right away,” says Abby. “I had a secret Pinterest 
board with our wedding all planned out.” On September 3, 
2016, her vision was realized: a ceremony at the church where 
she had her first communion, and a reception at her parents’ 
home. Cocktail hour included mac-and-cheese bites (a nod 
to their first meeting) and a raw bar (their first date).

The 170 guests danced before, during, and after dinner. 
Everyone laughed when the father of the bride, comedian 
Chris Elliott, gave a toast and recalled little Abby yelling, 
“Where’s my father?” at playgrounds to alarm other parents. 
The laughter continued at the after-party, when they all 
danced to show tunes—some of them on the coffee table. 

As for the bride, she cried twice: once when her father 
described the “immense relief he felt when meeting my 
mom, which I totally relate to with Bill.” And again when her 
sister and cousin surprised her with a song from the film The 
Wedding Singer, which summed up just the way the couple 
feel about each other: “I Wanna Grow Old With You.”
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FAMILY AFFAIR  1. The 16 bridesmaids and groomsmen  
included sisters, cousins, and good friends. 2. Guests wrote greetings in a  

coffee-table book about New York City. 3. The flower girls wore Bhldn  
dresses and red shoes to match Abby’s scarlet sandals. 4. “I was nervous,  

but as soon as my dad and I started walking down the aisle, a calm washed 
over me,” Abby recalls. Opposite: The newlyweds sealed the deal at St. 

John Catholic Church in Old Saybrook, Connecticut. 
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PALETTE PERFECT   
Inspired by those floral envelope  

liners, cake maker Ana Parzych 
hand-painted flowers on the half 
dark-chocolate, half strawberry- 

vanilla fondant-covered cake.  
Gum-paste flowers topped each tier.  

Opposite: Tables set with mis-
matched vintage china reflected  

the vibrant, lighthearted mood  
of the day. Gold mercury-glass com-

potes were filled with roses,  
assorted berries, chocolate and  

burgundy dahlias, andromeda,  
and seasonal foliage. Menus were  
calligraphed by the bride’s uncle  

in a Gothic style befitting the  
architecture of the home.



PARTY CENTRAL  1. The groom  
and his mom, Colette, danced to Stevie 

Wonder’s “You Are the Sunshine of My Life.” 
2. As favors, customized shot glasses and 

packs of nuts were labeled, “We’re married—
it’s nuts!” (For backstory, see opposite.) 

3. The bride and groom performed their  
first dance to the Supremes’ “A Lover ’s  
Concerto.” 4. Abby’s sister Bridget and 

friends started a tradition: “You may now kiss 
the bridesmaid.” 5. Guests Marika Sawyer 

and Vanessa Bayer posed in the photo area, 
which was backed with a floral print.

SONG LIST 
Bride’s entrance  

Pachelbel’s Canon in D

Recessional  
Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy”

First dance  
“A Lover’s Concerto,” by  

the Supremes

Father-daughter dance  
“Father and Daughter,”  

by Paul Simon

Cake cutting  
“How Sweet It Is,” by  

James Taylor

Lucky Charms
Along with her vintage 
engagement ring, new  

dress, and blue bridesmaids, 
Abby carried something  

borrowed. “My wonderful 
hair colorist, Rita Hazan,  

lent me her clutch, which 
says ‘Mrs.’ on it, because  

she had just gotten married,” 
she says. As for Bill, he 

wasn’t taking any chances 
when it came to big-day 

good fortune. “We didn’t 
have a first look, so the  

first time we saw each other 
was at the church,” says 

Abby. “And he made sure not 
to talk to me before  

the wedding or before bed 
the night before, too.”

SOURCES
Ceremony  St. John Catholic Church  Event planning  True Event Catering  Gourmet Galley  Flowers  Mar. Floral & Botanicals  Photography  Corbin 

Gurkin Photography  Stationery and flower wall  Tie That Binds  Cake  Ana Parzych Cakes  Music  Chevy Chevis Entertainment  Rentals  Borrowed,  
A Vintage Inspired Company; Gathered Vintage Rentals; La Tavola Fine Linen; Rentals Unlimited; Sperry Tents  Videography  Buzz Media Company  

Lighting  Ryan Designs  Bride’s gown  Leanne Marshall  Bride’s accessories  Sara Gabriel (veil); Selima Optique Pamela Love (sunglasses); Edie  
Parker (clutch); Charlotte Olympia (shoes)  Bride’s hair, bridesmaids’ hair and makeup  Betsy Elisa Beauty  Bride’s makeup  Dani Barkat Turner   

Flower-girl dresses  Bhldn  Groom’s suit  Duca Sartoria  Menswear  H&M  Custom shot glasses  Factory 21  Nuts  Oh! Nuts

HONEYMOON DISPATCH
Two days after the wedding, the newlyweds flew to Botswana for 
seven days of safari at three different camps: Chitabe and Xigera, 

both on the Okavango Delta (wilderness-safaris.com), and Savuti,  
in Chobe National Park (campsavuti .com). “We saw elephants,  
leopards, lions—it was very surreal and romantic,” says Abby.  

Except for the time an elephant punched his trunk into their tent.  
“I ran screaming across the room and yelled at Bill, ‘Why did you  

do this to me?’ as if he’d had something to do with it,” recalls 
Abby. “The elephant finally backed away, and we laughed about it,  
but I was not laughing at the time.” Post-safari, they headed to the  

beach on Benguerra Island, off of Mozambique, staying at Azura 
Benguerra Island resort (azura-retreats.com).

By the  
Numbers

3
Generations of come-

dians in the bride’s 
family: Her grandfather 

Bob Elliott was part  
of the TV and radio 

comedy team Bob and  
Ray, and she and  

her father are the only 
dad-daughter combo 
to have been regulars 

on Saturday Night Live 

17
Drafts of Sex Ed—the 
film on which he met 

Abby—Bill wrote 
before it was made

3:20
Minutes and seconds 
of screen time Abby 

has in the film 

11.5
Months between the 

pair’s first meeting and 
their first date

6
Children in the  
ceremony (all  

the readings were  
performed by kids)

36
Number of oysters 

they ate—with  
eight martinis—on 

their first date

I’ll never forget  
walking into the tent,  

being introduced by our 
amazing band,  

holding Abby’s hand,  
and seeing all of  

my friends and family 
 in one place.

“
“

BILL, ON H IS MOST MEMORABLE MOMENT

Wedding Wisdom
“It’s worth the extra work to do things that make  

your wedding yours and no one else’s. Also, try not to 
be too opinionated if you’re the groom!” —Bill 

“Stay calm on the day, take it all in, look at  
everybody, remember everyone is there because  

they love you.” —Abby

A B BY  A N D  B I L L’S

HOUSE PARTY

See The Guide for more vendor sources

THIS IS NUTS 
The bride’s parents’ 1830s 
Gothic Revival home has a 

nutty past: The previous owner, 
Elizabeth Tashjian, was  

an artist who painted nuts and 
nutcrackers, and eventually 
opened her home as a “nut  

museum.” “Visitors would have 
to bring a nut to come in,  

and she’d have different nuts 
from around the world for 

them to see,” says Abby. The 
couple chose their wedding  

favors in honor of this history.

THE LOG I ST IC S
The bride slept at her parents’  

house prewedding, while  
the groom and friends bunked at 
the Water’s Edge (waters edge 

resort andspa.com), in Westbrook,  
Connecticut. Other guests  
stayed at the Old Lyme Inn  

(oldlymeinn.com), the Quality  
Inn Old Saybrook (choice 

hotels.com), and the Bee & Thistle 
(beeandthistleinn.com)—where 
they had an alfresco clambake  

rehearsal dinner. 
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